
District Councillor’s Monthly Report

SHDC Councillor for Dartington & Staverton Ward:             
Cllr. Jacqi Hodgson

Attendance at meetings etc. as Ward Councillor / public representative.    Date 
of Report: 1st June 2016

Mon 9th May Site meeting with Planning Officer (Ben Gilpin) at Dawn Residential 
Home re 3136/16/FUL

Weds 11th May SHDC Political Structures Working Group – to discuss boundary change 
proposals (Ivybridge)

SHDC meeting with Civica personnel re; problems with new website and IT is-
sues 

SHDC DM (Planning) Committee – application in Staverton: 0021/16/FUL Loca-
tion:  Land adjacent to Barkingdon, Staverton, TQ9 6AN. Application for stables and 
hard standing.  In support of the PC view and concerns, I requested that the build-
ings and drainage be relocated, however the application was approved as submitted 
(I voted against).
Dartington PC Meeting

Weds 18th May Schumacher event – to discuss new facilities at Dartington Hall
Totnes Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting – discussion about devel-

opment sites

Thurs 19th May SHDC AGM & Full Council.  I retained my seat on DM Planning Committee. I 
submitted and supported the following Questions & motions:
From Cllr Hodgson to Cllr Tucker, The Leader.  "When will the public along with Town and 
Parish Councils be consulted on the Devolution Bid that has now been submitted to the Secretary 
of State for Local Communities? Can the Leader assure us that this will be a comprehensive con-
sultation where all elements of the bid will be open to comment and input from the public and 
with widespread promotion to ensure full public awareness and engagement in the process?"  
Response – no commitments can be given as we don’t know how this will go forward
 
From Cllr Hodgson to Cllr Tucker, The Leader.   "Further to my question asked at Full Council 
on October 8th 2015 and again on December 10th, please can the Leader update us on the situ-
ation with regard to Syrian refugee resettlement programme that I understand this Council is 
supporting?  With the further commitment of the UK Government to take 3,000 unaccompanied 
children and the recent atrocities of bombing refugee camps and hospitals within Syria, this hu-
manitarian crisis and the role of local authorities has now become even more urgent.  Please can 
the Leader confirm that this Council is committed to playing its part in welcoming, supporting 
and accommodating its fair share of refugees including unaccompanied children; will he write to 
the Prime Minister to assure him that South Hams District Council stands ready and willing to 
help at this time of crisis?” Response – no commitments can be given as this sits with 
DCC
 
Motions:
1. “This council develops a policy opposing the use of the process known as ‘Fracking’ in South 
Hams to obtain fossil fuels.  ‘Fracking' is a dangerous exploitative process that brings a low rate 
of return of energy, can create mini earthquakes and can pollute drinking water supplies”.  Pro-
poser Cllr J.Hodgson.  Seconder Cllr. J Green. Vote lost 21-5
 
2. “This council bans the use of Glyphosphate herbicide as a dangerous pollutant on council land. 
 Glyphosphate is now listed by the World Health Organisation as a a probably carcinogen and is 
dangerous to wildlife and drinking water supplies.  It is banned in Denmark, Holland and Paris 
and SriLanka.  France, Brazil and El Salvador are also currently considering full bans”. Proposer 
Cllr J.Hodgson.  Seconder Cllr John Green Vote lost 22-6
 
3. “This council will not permit the culling of badgers on council owned land, it will instead permit 
the Bovine Tb vaccination programe to be carried out on badgers .  The Badger cull is barbaric 
and dangerous for humans and wildlife within the (two mile) shooting range and  interferes with 



wildlife and natural habitats.  The vaccination programs is safe, cheaper and more reliable to 
avoid any spread of Bovine TB”. Proposer Cllr J.Hodgson.  Seconder Cllr Keith Baldry     Vote lost 
21-5

Also: “This Council notes the suffering forced upon local residents as a result of this 
government¹s cuts programme and asserts that there is an alternative to its ideologically driven 
attack on public services, namely the levy of a financial transaction tax on the speculative activi-
ties that have accelerated the recent enrichment of the few to the detriment of the many. The 
Council therefore calls upon the Government to enact a financial transaction tax (Robin Hood 
Tax) and use the revenues from this measure to reverse ongoing shrinkage in central grants to 
our Council.  In doing so we would be combatting austerity both within our authority and beyond 
joining 70 other councils, including Edinburgh, Cardiff, Islington, Manchester and Sheffield”. Pro-
poser Cllr J. Green. Seconder Cllr J. Hodgson Vote lost 22-6
Fri 20th May Refugee Myth-Busting event organized as part of SDRSN (South Devon 

Refugee Support Network) Open Arms Week 
Mon 23rd May SHDC Members’ sessions about LACC (Local Authority Controlled 
Company) & CIVICA (IT services)

Tues 24th May South Devon Refugee Meeting: to discuss setting up bank accounts and 
structures

Weds 25th May Site meeting with SHDC officer and Cavanna Homes reps to discuss 
trees scheduled for felling at Lascaze building in Dartington (planning 
ref.14/2549/15/MIN)
Devolution & Independent representation focus meeting organized by Totnes 

& Dartington residents

Mon 31st May SHDC Planning Committee site visits (Kingswear and Kingsbridge)

OTHER ISSUES   
Dog Fouling: SHDC Officers are asking for the help of Parish & Town Councils to reduce dog 
fouling.  There will be events coming up in August (Totnes market 12th Aug.) to increase aware-
ness and reporting.  (www.southhams.gov.uk/tellus)

DIARY DATES:   
Thurs 2nd June 2pm SHDC Overview & Scrutiny Meeting  at Follaton House – the pub-
lic can attend*

Fri 3rd June 7.30pm EU Referendum debate in Totnes Civic Hall 

Mon 6th June at 12 noon - TRAYE (Totnes Rural Area Youth Outreach) TAP funded 
project – Steering Group mtg. at Rushbrook Youth Centre Totnes Thurs 16th June 10am SHDC 
Executive Meeting at Follaton - the public can attend*

Thurs 23rd June EU referendum

Thurs 30th June 2pm.  SHDC Full Council – Special council meeting the public can at-
tend as observers only
* The public can attend as observers or ask questions – questions need to be submitted 3 days in 
advance

Housing and Planning Act Briefing Note…..and More Planning Legislation (from SHDC 
Place & Strategy Lead Specialist)
Following the discussion and controversy over the Bill, SHDC have now enacted legislation and a 
briefing note. The LGiU summary is at the following link this gives very helpful background infor-
mation:
http://www.lgiu.org.uk/briefing/housing-and-planning-act-2016/
The legislation will have major and direct impacts across a number of service areas and the im-
plications will become clearer over the coming months. Last week’s Queens Speech also intro-
duced a further ‘Neighbourhood Planning and Infrastructure Bill’. Some elements are sum-
marised below from the DCLG briefing notes. This would appear to involve a further shift of plan-



ning powers to Neighbourhood Plans and a fundamental review of the use of planning conditions.
• To further strengthen neighbourhood planning and give even more power to local people;
• The new legislation would also strengthen neighbourhood planning by making the local gov-

ernment duty to support groups more transparent and by improving the process for reviewing 
and updating plans; and

• To ensure that pre-commencement planning conditions are only imposed by local planning 
authorities where they are absolutely necessary. Further details https://www.gov.uk/govern-
ment/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/524040/Queen_s

_Speech_2016_background_notes_.pdf

Affordable Housing Planning Obligations
Planning Guidance has recently been updated as a result of the court of appeal process following 
the Judicial Review of the previous policy change brought by Reading and West Berkshire Coun-
cils. The Court of Appeal has reversed the decision and the government has re-introduced guid-
ance in the PPG setting higher thresholds for the provision of affordable housing in housing de-
velopments. As a result of this, affordable housing or financial contributions for Affordable Hous-
ing can no longer be collected on developments of 10 or less properties or, in Designated Rural 
Areas, or 5 units or less.  As such, the following will apply:
• In Dartmouth, Totnes, Ivybridge and Kingsbridge, unless any part of the application site falls 

within the AONB, affordable housing contributions will be sought where the proposal is for 
more than 10 units of accommodation.

• In the rest of the South Hams, affordable housing contributions will be sought where the pro-
posal is for more than 5 units of accommodation.


